
bgcdownsyndrome.org

UPDATES & NEWS
2024Spring/Summer

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
• Down Syndrome Committee General Meeting
 Thursday, March 14th from 6:00-8:00pm
 Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Broward ESE Advisory Monthly General Meeting 
 Wednesday, March 20th - 6:15pm-8:45pm

• World Down Syndrome Day Bowling-Member’s Only Event 
 Thursday, March 21st  

• Spring Egg Hunt Picnic-Member’s Only Event
 Saturday, March 30th  

• New Families Breakfast
 Tuesday, April 2nd from 10:00am-12:00pm 
 Broward Gold Coast Office
• Coffee and Conversations-Parents & Caregivers
 Saturday, April 13th from 10:00am-12:00pm   
 Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Broward ESE Advisory Monthly General Meeting 
 Wednesday, April 17th from 6:15pm-8:45pm   
 Plantation High School Media Center
• Junie B. Jones-Member’s Only Event-Both Social Groups  
 Saturday, April 20th

• Read Along
 Thursday, April 25th from 6:30pm-8:30pm   
 Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Mother’s Day Floral Arrangements-Children’s Social Group
 Sunday, April 28th

• Mother’s Day Floral Arrangements-Teen & Adult Social Group  
 Sunday, May 5th

• Read Along-Both Social Groups
 Date and Time TBD Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Coffee and Conversations-Parents & Caregivers
 Saturday, May 11th from 10:00am-12:00pm 
 Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Broward ESE Advisory Monthly General Meeting 
 Wednesday, May 15th from 6:15pm-8:45pm
 Indian Ridge Middle School Media Center
• Read Along-Both Social Groups
 Date and Time TBD Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Coffee and Conversations-Parents & Caregivers
 Saturday, June 8th from 10:00am-12:00pm 
 Broward Gold Coast Office 
• 26th Annual Family Café-Orlando
 Thurs- Sat, June 14-16th Hyatt Regency, Orlando
• Read Along-Both Social Groups
 Date and Time TBD Broward Gold Coast Office 
• Coffee and Conversations-Parents & Caregivers
 Saturday, July 13th from 10:00am-12:00pm  
 Broward Gold Coast Office 
• DADS Fishing Trip-Both Social Groups
 Saturday, July 27th 

Another Great Read Along in
January by Marcia Roland!

continued on p2
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Thank you to the Roland 
family for organizing a great 
night. We had fun making 
a picture frame before the 
reading. We love getting to 
spend time together! 

continued from cover

We started our February Read Along with some arts and craft activities. We 
loved making Valentine's cards for our moms, teachers, and/or someone special. 
Then, we had a read along with Alex who read Pete the Cat. We also decorated 
cookies and ate them afterward. It was a fun event filled with lots of Love!
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Coffee and Conversations is 
a new service we started offering 
last year. It is an opportunity for 
parents to get together the second 
Saturday of every month to talk 
about current issues they may be 
experiencing. It is a time to share 
advice or offer support, to get 
some validation or just experience 
the comradery that comes with 

parenting. You are welcome to join when you can, but please RSVP by the Thursday 
before the meeting to events@bgcdownsyndrome.org. We hope to see you there! 
Please note there is no October date since it falls on the same day as our SU4DS Walk!

Coffee and Conversations
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We had a fun day with the Teen and Adult Social 
Group at Tradewinds Butterfly World. Special 
thanks to our parent volunteers, Malina Carraher and 
Kristina Armstrong, for organizing this fun activity for 
our members. It was a beautiful day!

Thank you, Freedom Waters Foundation for holding this amazing trip for our 
Children’s Social Group. We had such a fun day on the Bluefoot Pirate 
Adventure Ship and the amenities at the Bahia Mar Hotel and Resort Ft. 
Lauderdale Beach. Our members had a blast! Thank you to Patricia Gordon for 
organizing it for your Children’s Group. 
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We were lucky to have Attorney Bobbi Meloro come and educate us on some important 
needs when it comes to caring for and setting up the proper trusts for our children. She 
had a lot of great information to share. You can see her presentation via our Broward Gold 
Coast Down Syndrome 
Organization Facebook 
page.

Many thanks to Justine Panchuk and Miguel Salas 
from Behavior Management Consultants, Inc. 
for their very informative presentation regarding ABA 
(Applied Behavior Analysis) therapy. They gave 
us some great pointers on what to look for when 
looking for an ABA company, what questions to ask, 
and what our rights are 
regarding transparency 
of data and sessions. You 
can watch the Facebook 
live we streamed on our 
Broward Gold Coast Down 
Syndrome Organization 
Facebook page.



Hello, my name is Isabel and I am the proud mom of Alyssa. Alyssa is 18 years 
young. I became a widow 13 years ago when she was 5 years old. She was the 
apple of her daddy’s eye. Although Alyssa would rather stay home and relax, 
she will immediately say yes to a Disney trip, especially for the hotels and 
food. At first, Alyssa is very shy, it takes her a while to warm up and become the 
chatterbox that she is. We are working on getting her to be more independent, 
which can be a struggle, because it’s hard finding rewards that will motivate 
her. Alyssa does talk but she mainly communicates in single words rather than 
sentences. I am a work from home mom which has been a blessing, so I can 
dedicate more time to my special roommate. I am very grateful for Broward 
Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization because their resources, support and 
community has helped Alyssa's development in many aspects. 

FAMILY SPOTLIGHT: 

The Knapp Family

6

BGCDSO Community Resource Events

Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization had a resourceful morning 
at the David Posnack JCC 's annual Run4Kids on Sunday, February 6th, 
2024. We dodged the rain and met Paul Castronovo from BIG 105.9, Betty 
Davis, our Local 10 weather woman and a few retired Dolphin players!



FAMILY SPOTLIGHT: 

The Knapp Family
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We attended the Greater Plantation Chamber of Commerce-Membership Luncheon on Valentine’s Day. We sat with 
Attorney Bobbi Meloro, our presenter for our February 22nd workshop. We met with the new CEO of HCA Florida Healthcare, and 
learned some interested heart health facts from our presenters. We will have a table next Month to share our Down syndrome 
resources with the Chamber members.
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Thank you to the Enterprise Mobility Foundation for donating $1,000 to the Broward Gold Coast 
Down Syndrome Organization. This grant support will help us support our Mission!
The mission of the Enterprise Mobility Foundation is to strengthen the communities where Enterprise 
Mobility team members live and work by actively supporting a range of charitable causes such as the 
environment, health and human services, education, military and disaster relief. The Foundation has 
contributed more than half a billion dollars to thousands of local non-profits in the United States and made 
wide-reaching commitments — from global philanthropic initiatives to community focused projects.

Our gratitude to The Fish Joint, in Coral Springs and Coconut Creek, for their generous donation of $1,000. 
We appreciate your continued support of Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization. 
www.thefishjoint.com

It was a fun day at our annual Spring Shopping Social event! Huge gratitude to our parent 
volunteers, Lucy Whitson and Laura Laurenzo, who organized this amazing fundraiser for the 
Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization. Special thanks to Lucy for inviting us to your 
beautiful home. Thank you to everyone who came out to support us!

https://www.thefishjoint.com


Education/Community Services
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https://www.melorolaw.com
https://familycafe.net/annual-family-cafe/


CALENDARIO DE EVENTOS
• Reunión General del Comité de Síndrome de Down
 Jueves, Marzo 14 de 6:00 a 8:00 pm – Oficina de Broward   
 Gold Coast
• Reunión General Mensual del Comité de Asesor ESE 
 Miércoles, Marzo 20 de 6:15 a 8:45 pm
• Evento de Bolos por del Dia Mundial del Síndrome de Down –   
 Solo para Miembros Jueves, Marzo 21
• Evento de Primavera de Huevos de Pascua –  
 Solo para Miembros Sábado, Marzo 30
• Desayuno para Familias Nuevas
 Jueves, Abril 2 de 10:00 am a 12:00 –     
 Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Café y Conversaciones – Padres y Cuidadores
 Sábado, Abril13 de 10:00 am a 12:00 – 
 Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Reunión General Mensual del Comité de Asesor ESE 
 Miércoles, Abril 17 de 6:15 pm a 8:45 pm – Plantation High   
 School Media Center
• Evento de Grupos Sociales Junie B. Jones – Solo para Miembros
 Sábado, Abril 20

• Lee con Nosotros Jueves, Abril 25 de 6:30 a 8:30 pm –  
 Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Arreglos Florales Dia de las Madres – Grupo Social de Niños
 Domingo, Abril 28

• Arreglos Florales Dia de las Madres – Grupo Social de Jóvenes y   
 Adultos Domingo, Mayo 5

• Lee con Nosotros – Dos Grupos Sociales
 Dia y Hora por confirmar – Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Café y Conversaciones – Padres y Cuidadores
 Sábado, Mayo 11 de 10:00 a 12:00 pm –  
 Oficina de Borward Gold Coast
• Reunión General Mensual del Comité de Asesor ESE 
 Miércoles, Mayo 15 de 6:15 a 8:45 pm –  
 Indian Ridge Middle School Media Center
• Reunión General del Comité de Síndrome de Down Jueves,   
 Mayo 23 de 6:00 a 8:00 pm –  
 Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Lee con Nosotros – Dos Grupos Sociales 
 Fecha y Hora por confirmar – Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Café y Conversaciones – Padres y Cuidadores Sábado,  
 Junio 8 de 10:00 a 12:00 pm – Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Reunión Anual Family Café # 26 – Orlando
 Jueves a Sábado, Junio 14 al 16 – Hyatt Regency, Orlando
• Lee con Nosotros – Dos Grupos Sociales
 Fecha y Hora por confirmar – Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
• Café y Conversaciones – Padres y Cuidadores Sábado,  
 Julio 13 de 10:00 a 12:00 pm – Oficina de Broward Gold Coast
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2024 World Down Syndrome Day 
T-Shirts are Ready for you!
For those who ordered 2024 WDSD t-shirts & other products, your 
orders are ready for pickup at our office during the following hours:
3/14 - 9am-1pm
3/19 - 9am-1pm

Pickup at BGCDSO: 7301 NW 4th St, Suite 103, Plantation, FL 33317

Please Note: If you would like your order shipped, there is an additional 
delivery cost. Please contact us at info@bgcdownsyndrome.org for more 
information and pricing. 

Check out all our merchandise for all your WDSD gear!

Our Spring Egg Hunt will be here before you know it! We 
will be filling over 100 plastic eggs with goodies for our DS 
members. Can anyone donate little toys, candy and/
or notes of encouragement to put in our eggs?

Contact us at email address 
events@bgcdownsyndrome.org 
 for drop-off/pickup arrangements.

Thank you in advance for your help!

mailto:?subject=
https://bgcdownsyndrome.org/shop/
mailto:events%40bgcdownsyndrome.org?subject=Spring%20Donations%20Drive


7301 NW 4th Street • Suite 103
Plantation, FL 33317

954.530.3089 • bgcdownsyndrome.org

Any Questions?
Victoria Whitson Robinson, President president@bgcdownsyndrome.org
Daniela Roeder, Vice President vice-president@bgcdownsyndrome.org
Nancy Smith, Treasurer 
Paola Herrera, Secretary   pahego9@hotmail.com
Bach Todaro, Executive Director info@bgcdownsyndrome.org
Lisa Hoddinott, Creative Director l.hoddinott@att.net
MaryBeth Gebbia, Editor   admin@bgcdownsyndrome.org
Carolina Echeverry, Spanish Translator

Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization • Statement of Policy and Disclaimer

This newsletter reports items of interest relating to Down syndrome and provides a forum for others. The Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization (BGCDSO) does not promote or recommend any therapy, 
treatment, etc. BGCDSO will not espouse any particular political or religious view. Individuals or organizations referred to are not necessarily endorsed by this publication or its editor. We wish to bring together those 
interested in Down syndrome and attempt to create an optimistic outlook and attitude. The editor reserves the right to make corrections as are appropriate and in accord with established editorial practice in material 
submitted for publication. Please submit articles to info@bgcdownsyndrome.org.

https://bgcdownsyndrome.org

