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Coffee & Conversation-At our last Coffee & Conversations,
the kids really enjoyed watching a movie, while the adults were able to just
chill, connect with each other, and enjoy meaningful conversations and a
good laugh. Sometimes a little downtime is truly necessary.
We look forward to seeing you at our next gathering on September 26th.

+
-

FUNDRAISING, LEADERSHIP, COMMUNITY

See more on 
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Read Along- Another great night with books, crafts, and friends!
A special thank you to our long-time community partner, Special
Populations of the Broward County Parks and Recreations, for teaming
up with us to provide the fun arts & crafts activities, and the Broward
Sheriff’s Office for supplying our books! We are grateful for their
continued support in helping us create meaningful experiences for our
participants. We look forward to seeing you on our next Read Along on
September 3rd!



Dance Workshop- Another great month of our dance class!
Thank you to our student teachers for doing such a fantastic job leading the
classes. Your energy, dedication, and passion make the evenings extra special!

We will continue meeting twice a month as the dancers build their skills and
confidence, all leading up to a very special moment- performing at our annual
Step Up 4 Down Syndrome Walk on October 17, 2026!  We can’t wait to watch
them shine on stage!

+
-
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BINGO Night- Another great Bingo night! The group was
smaller, but the fun was enormous! We hope to see you for
our next Bingo Night, September 23 .rd  .



+
-
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See more on 
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Plantation Chamber Luncheon-At the monthly Greater Plantation
Chamber of Commerce's Member Luncheon, we were treated to four
great presentations including one from Bobbi Meloro of Meloro Law. It
was a very informative day!

SNAC JAFCO-A huge thank you to the Special Needs Advisory
Coalition (SNAC) for hosting the Community Partnerships
Networking Event at the JAFCO Children’s Ability Center!
It was a resourceful morning connecting with local providers,
educators, advocates, and parents who are dedicated to
supporting our special needs community!
Thank you again for putting together such a wonderful event
that gives community partners an opportunity to network
with other non-profits and business that serve our children!

https://www.facebook.com/plantationchamber?__cft__[0]=AZYIsfJnOWpGnuhWCdCOnUoi5qcVJwXu-Q5U-RTtv4cAD_XFM4TjjFaOu7MIlcUn3WPqanUSYLgcAIhQeeo2FjCzlJcyUCL0E3Lmj4p3c_berB2-HJahjo2mKw9FDCBT6CknLQPdbERQBue4yAA7MPjuTWLPl9SztrgFn7Sc9OuysvgxsF5PmOA1WMTEeGu7Aps&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/plantationchamber?__cft__[0]=AZYIsfJnOWpGnuhWCdCOnUoi5qcVJwXu-Q5U-RTtv4cAD_XFM4TjjFaOu7MIlcUn3WPqanUSYLgcAIhQeeo2FjCzlJcyUCL0E3Lmj4p3c_berB2-HJahjo2mKw9FDCBT6CknLQPdbERQBue4yAA7MPjuTWLPl9SztrgFn7Sc9OuysvgxsF5PmOA1WMTEeGu7Aps&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/melorolaw?__cft__[0]=AZYIsfJnOWpGnuhWCdCOnUoi5qcVJwXu-Q5U-RTtv4cAD_XFM4TjjFaOu7MIlcUn3WPqanUSYLgcAIhQeeo2FjCzlJcyUCL0E3Lmj4p3c_berB2-HJahjo2mKw9FDCBT6CknLQPdbERQBue4yAA7MPjuTWLPl9SztrgFn7Sc9OuysvgxsF5PmOA1WMTEeGu7Aps&__tn__=-]K-R
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MONTHLY MEMBER EVENTS
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See more on 9

JOIN US!
https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk

https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk


See more on 10

Thank you to the Teams below for a great start in collecting  Walk
registrations and donations! Have you registered yet? 

Join an existing team or create your own!

JOIN US!
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Thank you who already committed to donating a 
raffle basket for our SU4DS Walk-You’re AMAZING!

CAN YOU HELP?
If you’d like to donate a raffle basket, please email admin@bgcdownsyndrome.org



See more on 

JOIN US!
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Own a Business or have contacts that do?
Consider becoming a Sponsor for our SU4DS 2026 Walk!

Our organization relies on the support and 
generosity of our community and its members!

Contact admin@bgcdownsyndrome.org to
request a digital Sponsor packet or 

to have a paper packet mailed.



Thank you to all the Sponsors listed below for either renewing their Sponsorship
or offering their services in support of our rapidly approaching 2026 Step Up 4
Down Syndrome Walk!
Your continued support helps us provide vital programs, resources, and
opportunities that empower individuals with Down syndrome and their families
throughout our community.
Thank you for standing with us and helping create a more inclusive future where
everyone has the opportunity to thrive. Together, we are making a meaningful
difference!

See more on 13

Special Thanks
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Save the date! Get involved, stay connected, 
be present, and stay informed!



6pm on Sept 30, Dec 17, March 31 at

Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization

7301 NW 4  St. Suite 103, Plantation, FL 33317th

See more on 

COMMUNITY EVENTS CONT.
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Save the date! Get involved, stay connected, 
be present, and stay informed!



BROWARD ESE PARENTS:
Parents of children in special program classrooms in Broward County schools should have received
notification the first week of school about the process of obtaining cameras in ESE classrooms.
I attended an IEP meeting today where the administrator said that there were parents who opted out of the
camera. I’m confident that those parents were given misinformation.
THEN I saw a notice from a teacher to parents in her classroom where she specifically told the parents that if
there is a camera in the classroom, ‘your child will be viewed by strangers’. 

First, if a parent is requesting video footage, it is because something serious and significant has happened in
the classroom. If my child was in that classroom, I would definitely want there to be a camera.
Second, before that parent views video footage, all of the other children’s faces are blurred.
When teachers tell parents this type of misinformation, it is often to get them to make decisions that may not
be in the best interest of their child, or, maybe they don’t even understand.

Cameras in classrooms benefit both students and good teachers.

I encourage all parents of children in Broward County Schools ese classrooms to request a Camera in your
child’s ese classroom. If you were under the assumption that this is not a good idea, then I believe that
someone has told you something that’s not true.

There are advocates who will be seeking cameras in all special education classrooms across the state of
Florida during the 2027 legislative session. If you would like to get more information about that and how to
get involved, please reach out to me at Staceyhoaglund@gmail.com.

See more on 17

COMMUNITY NEWS

Stacey Hoaglund is a
seasoned advocate,

trainer, and disability
consultant dedicated
to building inclusive

communities. With 25+
years of experience,

she empowers families
and professionals

through education and
systemic advocacy.
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Thanks to the generosity of Papa John's, we are excited to offer
their popular Nifty Fifty Card fundraiser once again! The card is

available for purchase now through September 19, 2026 and
provides 50% off 18 online orders through July 31, 2027. 

For just $15, you can enjoy great savings while supporting the
Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization. 

purchase your Nifty Fifty Card, visit:
https://givebutter.com/BGCDSOFundraisers

If you have any questions, please contact
events@bgcdownsyndrome.org 

Thank you for supporting the Broward Gold Coast Down
Syndrome Organization.

🍕 Save money, enjoy great pizza, and support a great cause!
Delivery estimated to be October 7 , 2026.th

https://givebutter.com/BGCDSOFundraisers


See more on 
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Thank you to everyone who came out and joined us for our 
Give Back Day at Sicilian Oven to help support the Broward Gold
Coast Down Syndrome Organization!
We enjoyed delicious food while giving back to our community!
Thank you to Isabel Rojas-Knapp for organizing this amazing event
and Sicilian Oven Plantation for hosting our fundraiser. We truly
appreciate your continued support of our loved ones with Down
syndrome!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/BGCDSO/?__cft__[0]=AZZklLmxR9Lw5BFp_8w8V8257u8DygchvBdOx2M8zHNJnggUwqTH-m9UDiTnAn6XieJ7ipe_BUFGUwURMUtpf5iVQzcap9KytFLJGevgdXzH0ozhaRkTiA_vR8cUL1hYg5mYM-0wvnk8hTS16555J93YnOJEBZDcQGsv-8kbagz2KFwn9CcRwMmWs0mAxLnY4fA&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/BGCDSO/?__cft__[0]=AZZklLmxR9Lw5BFp_8w8V8257u8DygchvBdOx2M8zHNJnggUwqTH-m9UDiTnAn6XieJ7ipe_BUFGUwURMUtpf5iVQzcap9KytFLJGevgdXzH0ozhaRkTiA_vR8cUL1hYg5mYM-0wvnk8hTS16555J93YnOJEBZDcQGsv-8kbagz2KFwn9CcRwMmWs0mAxLnY4fA&__tn__=-UK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063524860747&__cft__[0]=AZZklLmxR9Lw5BFp_8w8V8257u8DygchvBdOx2M8zHNJnggUwqTH-m9UDiTnAn6XieJ7ipe_BUFGUwURMUtpf5iVQzcap9KytFLJGevgdXzH0ozhaRkTiA_vR8cUL1hYg5mYM-0wvnk8hTS16555J93YnOJEBZDcQGsv-8kbagz2KFwn9CcRwMmWs0mAxLnY4fA&__tn__=-]K-R
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