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Dance Workshop- Another great month of our dance class!
Thank you, Bianca @bianca.vila_17 @onelovecollective27, Camila, and Daniela for doing
such a fantastic job leading the classes. Your energy, dedication, and passion make the
evenings extra special.

We will continue meeting twice a month as the dancers build their skills and confidence,
all leading up to a very special moment- performing at our annual Step Up 4 Down
Syndrome Walk on October 17, 2026!

We can’t wait to watch them shine on stage!
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BINGO Night- Our monthly BINGO night was a blast! We welcomed new members
and enjoyed the company of those we haven’t seen in awhile! What a fun time! We
hope to see you for our next Bingo Night, August 26th.
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2026 National Down Syndrome Congress Conference in Orlando-
We kicked off the incredible week with two inspiring days at the Down
Syndrome Affiliates in Action (DSAIA) Leadership Conference, where we
made new friends, reconnected with familiar faces, expanded our networks,
and learned so much through meaningful conversations and educational
workshops. The conference featured leadership and staff development
sessions designed specifically for Down syndrome organization leaders and
staff.

The GLOBAL Research and Medical Care Roundtable provided valuable
information and resources that will help us better serve our community.
The week continued with the National Down Syndrome Congress (NDSC)
Conference, bringing together families, advocates, self-advocates,
professionals, and organizations from across the country. Conference
activities included networking opportunities, educational sessions, and the
exhibit hall filled with resources for families and organizations.

Some of the highlights that truly inspired us were the College Fair, the Self-
Advocate sessions, the Youth Summit, and learning about an exciting
upcoming movie scheduled for release later this year.

We also spent time exploring the exhibit hall, gathering an incredible
collection of resources, ideas, and connections that we are excited to share
with our members and families.

Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to everyone who helped make this week such
a memorable and impactful experience. Thank you to NDSC, DSAIA, GLOBAL,
and all those who work tirelessly to advocate for individuals with Down
syndrome and their families. Together, we continue to build a stronger, more
inclusive community. 
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Joey Diego

Grace

See more on 6
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MONTHLY MEMBER EVENTS
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JOIN US!
https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk

https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk
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Thank you to the Teams below for a great start in collecting
Walk registrations and donations! Have you registered yet?

Join an existing team or create your own!
Team Captain incentives started July 26 ! Join us today!th
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Own a Business or have contacts that do?
Consider becoming a Sponsor for our SU4DS 2026 Walk!

Our organization relies on the support and 
generosity of our community and its members!

Contact admin@bgcdownsyndrome.org to
request a digital Sponsor packet or 

to have a paper packet mailed.
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Join us for our last SU4DS Planning meeting &
 help choose our t-shirt design winner!



💙 Wishing our Board Secretary, Shirley Lopez, and her family safe
travels and the best well wishes in their new chapter! 💛

We want to thank Shirley for all the kindness, dedication, and care she
has shared with our organization and the families we serve. She has
made such a positive impact on so many people, and her warmth and
support will truly be missed.

While we're sad to see her go, we're so grateful for the friendships,
memories, and countless ways she has helped make BGCDSO a better
place. We know she's off to exciting new adventures, and we couldn't
be happier for her.

Please join us in wishing Shirley all the best, lots of happiness, and
continued success in this next chapter. Thank you for everything,
Shirley—you'll always be part of the BGCDSO family! 💙💛✨

#BGCDSOFamily #ThankYouShirley #BestWishes #NewBeginnings

See more on 14
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Thank you to The Marion Roletti Foundation for renewing its Silver
Sponsorship of the Step Up 4 Down Syndrome 2026 Walk! We would
also like to thank Padrino’s Cuban Restaurant and Dr. Adrine McKenzie
for making a donation in support of our upcoming SU4DS Walk and our
organization!

Your continued support helps us provide vital programs, resources, and
opportunities that empower individuals with Down syndrome and their
families throughout our community.

Thank you for standing with us and helping create a more inclusive
future where everyone has the opportunity to thrive. Together, we are
making a meaningful difference!

See more on 15
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Thank you, to Aura and Andrew Krimmer, for purchasing our beautiful new display
cabinet from IKEA! It brightens up the office and displays our merchandise
perfectly!

We need a few more pieces to help organzie our limited office space, if you could
help. 

You can donate any amount here: https://givebutter.com/BGCDSODonations 
or see what we still need on this list:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48ABAC2CA3FACE9-63250511-
officecenter#/

See more on 16
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