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Read Along-It's that time of the year! Halloween Read Along is one of our
favorite events. We had such fun seeing everyone’s costumes and listening
to fun Halloween music! Special thanks to our talented and dramatic
reader, Danny, who read the book for us so well. Bravo! 



Coffee and Conversations-What started as an unexpected monthly Coffee
and Conversations, turned into a full day of counting, sorting, folding, and
pulling shirts for the teams. We even had our young men hang out with
each other while their moms worked from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. It was
wonderful to see their bonding and hear their giggles in the background!
A special thank you to Nadine Turner, Miriam Linares, and Kametra Smith
for offering your helping hands to make our workload so much lighter for
our SU4DS Shirt Distribution Night!
Congratulations to Noah Turner, who won the SU4DS Walk 2026 shirt
design contest. Great job, Noah!   
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Raffle Baskets-Thank you so much to Lucy Whitson, Miriam Linares and
Aura Krimmer for helping to wrap the raffle baskets for our SU4DS Walk.
We had so much fun working together on this, and there was definitely
plenty of laughing—even with the AC being out! We truly appreciate
your enthusiasm and support! Thank you to Lucy Whitson, Isabel Rojas-
Knapp, and everyone who donated raffle baskets/items. We truly
appreciate your support!

MEMBER EVENTS CONT.

https://www.facebook.com/miriam.linares.50?__cft__[0]=AZhcbLawlKxlWaLCZqX3ZIBTZLk02QoTYJ3V3aME45voenqU3XeIexpKb230cv3i2rvC4MxP8tUwxDjzN_l1jba5Ta5BXLvsHWdKtW6451U57J47edsk9hKSzN9yUh6nmFsG7V-oTx4pf8IraErbNTQxDz8yibLmdn0tUWiaNFF0ZviT9hB34NPpFvQ&__cft__[1]=AZhMUBXXLHzowjzicLJpmCdyWpkbXIF19YlxMvewqaT9jUJsHzaD-Kp8dRLCpZ7ACdCdQ8IMJj5NjGlSw39-3QDFXHAv8-9GEXxknVjQk4kDx1FGWLWr0NBCmF75eqXwDzZFR1gAXFg&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/lucy.whitson.16?__cft__[0]=AZh48j2ThEYTMPQBx55qFKtk2FBUgMd71xBiS_tETEE0RXcb0vRZLZ1fJvNJmfGSZWpIIX7CwhjlsdFkvKJsm7pTWU0mtvGavX02f_HurtYyIppiwbZ6z1UaQsfiDONlvtmLgZ8uEk07VIyW4gPLcTUCGxp1jHbmtI81dSE0MR-YWwdKIR7nRx1AR4Q&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/miriam.linares.50?__cft__[0]=AZh48j2ThEYTMPQBx55qFKtk2FBUgMd71xBiS_tETEE0RXcb0vRZLZ1fJvNJmfGSZWpIIX7CwhjlsdFkvKJsm7pTWU0mtvGavX02f_HurtYyIppiwbZ6z1UaQsfiDONlvtmLgZ8uEk07VIyW4gPLcTUCGxp1jHbmtI81dSE0MR-YWwdKIR7nRx1AR4Q&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/lucy.whitson.16?__cft__[0]=AZjwF2bYSfWhDSBkMPms0gKZj4w9Cn0c-ocWbb7iuauZ1LTPMZr1CiGVyjfFSMv9Wk7-8MUbhhpOw2Dfhfad8U0SKOCw11tDNe6hhZ8PVazhyEW8G-Ev5HYsq4LbMI8Kq1SB-2ZI7AxZ9_jFXVwKVG15_KJaGicHHRvRjoA26PfN3idKZAqnANnaI4w&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/isa.rojasknapp?__cft__[0]=AZjwF2bYSfWhDSBkMPms0gKZj4w9Cn0c-ocWbb7iuauZ1LTPMZr1CiGVyjfFSMv9Wk7-8MUbhhpOw2Dfhfad8U0SKOCw11tDNe6hhZ8PVazhyEW8G-Ev5HYsq4LbMI8Kq1SB-2ZI7AxZ9_jFXVwKVG15_KJaGicHHRvRjoA26PfN3idKZAqnANnaI4w&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/isa.rojasknapp?__cft__[0]=AZjwF2bYSfWhDSBkMPms0gKZj4w9Cn0c-ocWbb7iuauZ1LTPMZr1CiGVyjfFSMv9Wk7-8MUbhhpOw2Dfhfad8U0SKOCw11tDNe6hhZ8PVazhyEW8G-Ev5HYsq4LbMI8Kq1SB-2ZI7AxZ9_jFXVwKVG15_KJaGicHHRvRjoA26PfN3idKZAqnANnaI4w&__tn__=-]K-R
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Bingo Night-Another fun night in the books for our Bingo Night! Thank you,
Maria Teresa Pretelt-Cuchi and Malina Slaney Carraher, who helped with
the event. Special thanks to the Baken family for donating pizza.
We look forward to seeing you at our next bingo on November 18th!

https://www.facebook.com/maria.preteltcuchi?__cft__[0]=AZjIGrSbAZM3vs7NTVuxDHsQQjSxofu9GaXW6O_lPisTFQLExsbrugDwX73ia3zYNhmF0HGXP1SsuS29K8xRLPcVKq0ysczI7DXs7uX4QVBgJJZ1aC-EV1mucsFtjB4cvshByRdVctiXysEvDyXCQQoSXgWtKrzYJ4cXOreNk6sUdC9Ps8yjFf-d8cA&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MalinaSlaney?__cft__[0]=AZjIGrSbAZM3vs7NTVuxDHsQQjSxofu9GaXW6O_lPisTFQLExsbrugDwX73ia3zYNhmF0HGXP1SsuS29K8xRLPcVKq0ysczI7DXs7uX4QVBgJJZ1aC-EV1mucsFtjB4cvshByRdVctiXysEvDyXCQQoSXgWtKrzYJ4cXOreNk6sUdC9Ps8yjFf-d8cA&__tn__=-]K-R


Thank you so much for the invite to the Coffee & Conversations in the
Courthouse hosted by the Law Office of the Public Defender. It was
such a casual and welcoming gathering, and a wonderful opportunity to
connect with the team, engage in open conversation about the justice
system, legal rights, and community concerns, and reunite with some of
the "grant sisters." Afterward, we were able to drop by for a surprise
visit with Nadine Turner, one of our BGCDSO members who works in the
adjacent building. She gave us a tour of the courtroom and even let us
sit in the judge's chair—what a special treat! A big thank you to Nadine
as well for the warm hospitality. Thanks again for including us in such a
memorable event!

+
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It was a month full of trainings and meetings; completely packed with great
information to share!

https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
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MONTHLY MEMBER EVENTS
Join us on November 14
for our monthly Coffee &
Conversations meet up at
our BGCDSO Office from
10:00am-12:00pm, with

special guests from FND-
Family Network on

Disabilities, Supportive
Engagement, and 

th

New York Life.   
We hope to see you there!
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Join our 3rd Annual Friendsgiving Potluck! Scan the QR code to sign up.
We are in need of a few volunteers to help at our 3rd Annual Friendsgiving Potluck!

Click on the link below to sign up. Volunteer service hours available for students.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48ABAC2CA3FACE9-66638244-2026
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Special Thanks to the Broward Sheriff’s Office for awarding BGCDSO two LETF
grants in support of our Read Along Program and Step Up 4 Down Syndrome
2026 Walk! We are truly grateful for their continued support of our organization
and the Down syndrome community!

Thank you to Bach Todaro and Giovanna Peters for working so hard to secure
these grants for our organization! They are very time consuming and we are so
proud to have such a great team working to help us continue our Mission!



See more on 10

THANK YOU!

https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk

Where do we even begin? 
There are days that remind us exactly why we do what we do, 

and our Step Up 4 Down Syndrome 2026 Walk was one of those days.
Seeing our families together, our individuals with Down syndrome being celebrated,

volunteers lending a hand wherever they were needed, community partners showing up
in full force, and friends and supporters filling the day with laughter, 

dancing, hugs, and joy was truly incredible.
This event was months in the making, and it took an entire community to bring it to life. 

To every sponsor, donor, volunteer, vendor, entertainer, first responder, community
partner, member, family, friend, Walk planner, Advisory, Board member, and staff

member, please know how grateful we are.
You didn't simply help us put on an event. You helped us celebrate a community. 

For 31 years, BGCDSO has been bringing families together and supporting individuals
with Down syndrome, and this Walk was a beautiful reminder of what is possible when

our community comes together.
Every registration, every donation, every volunteer hour, every sponsorship, and every

person who showed up helped make this milestone celebration unforgettable.
Thank you for stepping up. Thank you for believing in our mission. 

And thank you for celebrating our incredible Down syndrome community with us. 
Thank you everyone, who shared your photos and videos with us. 

We received a lot and they're still coming. Thank you so much for your support!
The Walk fundraising site will remain open through December 31, 2026 for anyone who

would still like to contribute.
We’ve reached $94,955, 79% of our $120,000 goal! $25,045 to go. 

Let’s Reach Our Goal Together!
Every registration, donation, fundraiser, sponsorship, and share makes a difference. 

Your support helps us continue providing FREE programs, events, scholarships, 
resources, and support to individuals with Down syndrome and other 

special needs in our community.
 

Together, we Step Up. Together, we make a Difference.

We are still accepting donations on our Walk site until
December 31, 2026! Your donation is tax deductible.

Receipts available upon request.

https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk


See more on 11

THANK YOU!
A special thank you to our 2026 sponsors, in-kind donors, and community partners for
your generous support of the Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization and
the Down syndrome community in South Florida. We truly appreciate your continued

partnership and dedication.  

https://www.facebook.com/browardgoldcoastdownsyndrome?__cft__[0]=AZg5TDbfhOWVEOoQq5-hnBfprMg2etMKVl24zANU4k9Sm2kb-k2brQzsUSpxkCQSs86ol8HciLHMyfNrgoLH46977g3KXbuqePgMz6UAp5asLdt86PuJo1XbttL2gUmQ9oMHB3pv6xaZFHfyQJXiOOnHRtjCO0yl_NE0HlFd0CFZhsCeDYFYV2r_C_E&__tn__=-]K-R


See more on 12

THANK YOU!
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THANK YOU!
A special thank you to Hooters Weston for hosting the Friendraiser 

for us right after our SU4DS Walk!
Thank you for your continued support as an in-kind sponsor. 

We truly appreciate your ongoing partnership and dedication to our cause.



Many thanks to the teams that worked so hard to
collect sizeable donations for our organization:
~Noah’s Ark (Nadine Turner)for securing us a
donation through Vanguard Charitable
~Amazing Grace 2026 (Patricia Garland) for securing
a donation from the Chicago Community Foundation
~Chad’s Buddies (Whitson’s & Robinson’s) for
recruiting their community partners, U.S. Tents Rentals
(Timothy Boyle) and IRG Global (Robbie Meeks)
~Ky-Ky’s Team (Yolanda Thompson) from Gordon
Food Services
~JERO’S Team (Paola Herrera) from Square Feet
Contractors
~Anthony’s ACE Squad (Sabrina Cornell) from MedPro
Staffing.

See more on 14

GREAT JOB TEAMS!
Top 10 SU4DS Teams!



See more on 15
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Save the date! Get involved, stay connected, 
be present, and stay informed!



6pm on Sept 30, Dec 17, March 31 at

Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization

7301 NW 4  St. Suite 103, Plantation, FL 33317th

See more on 
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Save the date! Get involved, stay connected, 
be present, and stay informed!
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