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Read Along-We had such a fun time at our monthly Read Along! We read
the book "Fill a Bucket". It holds such deep meaning and really encourages
us to think before we act. After reading, we decorated our own buckets and
filled them with words that speak to us personally. Stay tuned for our
upcoming Read Along for the Halloween theme on October 7th. 

Fun in the Sun-Calypso Cove Waterpark Day-We had a great Sunday Funday
at our annual Back to School Waterpark event! We were lucky with the
weather for most of the day until the thunderstorm siren went off, but we
didn’t let that spoil our awesome time! We love having this fun day together!



Dance Workshop- Today's dance class was extra fun thanks to a special delivery
of costumes for our members. Our dance teachers from Onelove brought in all
the costumes they collected through their costume drive, allowing our
members to browse and take home as many free costumes as they liked.
Amazing!
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BINGO Night- Bingo helps our members build recognition and matching
skills through structured, repetitive, and highly visual play while socializing
with friends. Even a nonverbal member enjoys to call out "Bingo" in his/her
own way.Thank you to the Baken Family for donating the pizza. We
appreciate your continued generosity! We hope to see you for our next
Bingo Night on October 21st!



Down Syndrome Committee of Broward ESE
Advisory Council Meeting & Presentations:
1. Bach Todaro - DS Committee Chair, and BGCDSO Director
2. Andrica Thomas - InD Curriculum Program Specialist: District Updates 
3. Lauren Didriksen, BCaBA - ESE Behavior Program Specialist:
Understanding School Behavior Supports, How Behavior Plans Are Created
4. Dylan Chang, RDN - Dietetics and Nutrition
5. Melissa Bottge White - Children’s Diagnostic & Treatment Center (CDTC)
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Joe DiMaggio Special Needs Fair-Thank you so much to Joe DiMaggio
Children’s Hospital for hosting the Special Needs Resource Fair and for
including us in the event! We truly appreciate the opportunity to
participate. It was a wonderful, resource-filled day spent helping
families and connecting with so many outstanding community agencies.

Children's Diagnostic & Treatment Center- Thank you for welcoming us for a
wonderful tour and sharing the valuable resources and services you provide
to children, teens, and young adults with special needs. We’re excited about
the opportunities ahead to partner and collaborate in support of our Down
syndrome community!

https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
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The Greater Plantation Chamber of Commerce Events- Coffee Talk at
My Plantation Dentist and the Grand Opening of Neo Coffee and Kava!
We are thrilled to have you in the community and wish you all the best
with your businesses!

 2026 Arlene Lakin Educational Seminar at the Ann Storck Center- It was a
great line-up of expert panelists who shared their knowledge with families,
caregivers, and the community. #KnowledgeIsPower #CommunityResources

https://www.facebook.com/plantationchamber?__cft__[0]=AZh00zUUuYIwNfV0ZWuXkGYeuE2jgu6Jyq2aCXlhDzUIP8w-J5H7GXocOdewHB0KxdGM64ePXrMUcdq48EOcI2bgtiXALHhuMT2Nsi4jamakZPPV1vHSW9Rf1m46iAsoxz6udDNlz8w&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensDiagnosticandTreatmentCenter?__cft__[0]=AZgwdzsy_OIq1dX6JXOc8pVexXYcrd5MYJ6_aeG_albCSE0J6qSGsG-eknlU4bmv_utZbLT9itIQJBLxwmoykGJTLZ1PY9c71QMX4aXSygr0FCiclxCVihkCsyEUiN2a4_io9bHm2p5XvbAFlZYQbcVcJi-R6i_Dm7-N9QEKiQaDXkqqf0YmGUDgc9U&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/knowledgeispower?__cft__[0]=AZjQOeWjABXYTlFz7sUopJ8gGdKIWYDOS6RXNdthn4wAduvsqGhmDrI2hqs6xUga92al4G6ZIpJ85PgVkJy3_cEXslxdgUSa-7nv-qijz_pgEuny-G2MFSnTD0Co6jgSlVXrausJRbQ2285OGrWpUP85UMxihL9y1wgTYHY2QG-ZhIY7Sm1xHrPmYRQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/communityresources?__cft__[0]=AZjQOeWjABXYTlFz7sUopJ8gGdKIWYDOS6RXNdthn4wAduvsqGhmDrI2hqs6xUga92al4G6ZIpJ85PgVkJy3_cEXslxdgUSa-7nv-qijz_pgEuny-G2MFSnTD0Co6jgSlVXrausJRbQ2285OGrWpUP85UMxihL9y1wgTYHY2QG-ZhIY7Sm1xHrPmYRQ&__tn__=*NK-R
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Special Thanks to the Broward Sheriff’s Office for awarding BGCDSO two LETF
grants in support of our Read Along Program and Step Up 4 Down Syndrome
2026 Walk! We are truly grateful for their continued support of our organization
and the Down syndrome community!

Another Special Thanks to Children’s Services Council awarding us the Capacity
Building Grant.

Thank you to Bach Todaro and Giovanna Peters for working so hard to secure
these grants for our organization! They are very time consuming and we are so
proud to have such a great team working to help us continue our Mission!



See more on 10

JOIN US!
https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk

https://su4ds.redpodium.com/step-up-4-down-syndrome-2026-walk
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JOIN US!
We are grateful that Hooters - Weston, FL is once again hosting the Friendraiser
event on Saturday, October 17th, following our Step Up 4 Down Syndrome 2026
Walk (SU4DS Walk).
Please save the attached flyer and present it to your server during your visit on
Oct 17th—20% of your bill will go directly toward the SU4DS Walk fundraiser. 
Thank you for your support!

https://www.facebook.com/HootersWeston?__cft__[0]=AZgG221mYbyFUyeqOxF_FyQw1E-DuN1Po6MIOyftGDD9n-g23pVyPpmKiZYS7gGtFQNgRVsyP4j6VfmBnLsxgObKx0CSQmgDmmnmzFr8UAjRlQUtXTZjXD9mz2x2eLaIwiTc-1EyFnZnac37DmazrrhNcpLDZvW77fNKswUaoNIeACXvGJ6FJXCNyeY&__tn__=-]K-R


See more on 12

Thank you to the Teams below for a great start in collecting  Walk
registrations and donations! Have you registered yet? 

Join an existing team or create your own!

GREAT JOB TEAMS!



See more on 13

GREAT JOB TEAMS!



Thank you who already committed to donating a 
raffle basket for our SU4DS Walk-You’re AMAZING!

CAN YOU HELP?
If you’d like to donate a raffle basket, please email admin@bgcdownsyndrome.org

See more on 14

GREAT JOB TEAMS!



See more on 15



Thank you to all the Sponsors listed for either renewing their Sponsorship or
offering their services in support of our rapidly approaching

 Step Up 4 Down Syndrome 2026 Walk!
Your continued support helps us provide vital programs, resources, and

opportunities that empower individuals with Down syndrome and their families
throughout our community.

Thank you for standing with us and helping create a more inclusive future where
everyone has the opportunity to thrive. Together, we are making a meaningful

difference!

See more on 16



Additional References:
https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome-facts/
https://www.globaldownsyndrome.org/about-down-syndrome/facts-about-down-
syndrome/
https://www.ndss.org/about-down-syndrome/down-syndrome/
https://www.healthline.com/health/down-syndrome#screening

See more on 17

October National Down Syndrome Awareness Month!
       It is a time to: 

Raise awareness about Down syndrome
Celebrate the abilities and accomplishments of individuals with Down
syndrome
Promote inclusion, respect and acceptance



See more on 18
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Save the date! Get involved, stay connected, 
be present, and stay informed!



6pm on Sept 30, Dec 17, March 31 at

Broward Gold Coast Down Syndrome Organization

7301 NW 4  St. Suite 103, Plantation, FL 33317th

See more on 
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Save the date! Get involved, stay connected, 
be present, and stay informed!
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